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Remarks by Sentor Irene Sandiford-Garner, 
Vice-President of the Inter-American Commission of Women
to the 
Forty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States

Tuesday, June 5th 2012
Cochabamba, Bolivia
Distinguished Ministers, Ambassadors,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am truly honored to be addressing you as Vice-President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, an OAS specialized agency established in 1928 to defend women's rights and promote gender equality throughout the Hemisphere.

I am pleased to submit for your consideration four reports:

· The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women

· The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the Inter-American Programme on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)

· The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the Follow Up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI); and

· The Report of the Secretary General on the Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women

These reports provide an overview of our accomplishments and the challenges that we have faced over the last year, and I will briefly highlight some of the most important points of these reports:


The CIM Strategic Plan 2011-2016 was adopted in April of 2011 and has served as the main guide to orient the work of the Commission over the past year.  This Strategic Plan was developed with the aim of effectively executing the commitments adopted by OAS Member States in the year 2000, through the IAP and in 2001 through the Inter-American Democratic Charter.


As many of you know, in April 2011, the CIM held its First Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizens’ Democracy, which brought together political leaders, government representatives, activists, academics and international organizations to reflect on the challenges faced by democratic systems in guaranteeing the full exercise of women’s rights.


As a result of the First Hemispheric Forum, the CIM Executive Committee requested that an inter-agency Working Group be established in order to continue with an in-depth reflection on the policy and State reforms needed to ensure that our democracies act as promoters and guarantors of women’s rights and freedoms. This Working Group was established in September 2011 in collaboration with the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) and the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA).

The results of this process will be presented during the Second Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Citizenship for Democracy, which will be held from July 18th to 21st in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, again in collaboration with UN Women and International IDEA.  I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and to express my thanks for the support that we have received from the Government of the Dominican Republic in the organization of this event, as well as the support of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation in funding the project.


In November 2011, the CIM and the OAS’ Department of Social Development and Employment organized the first-ever Inter-Ministerial Dialogue between the Ministers of Labour and the Heads of the National Machineries for the Advancement of Women, during which high-level government officials debated such issues as achieving equality between men and women in the work place, increasing the participation and employment of women, reducing gender gaps in labor income and the informal economy, and contributing to efforts to reconcile paid work and family responsibilities. This project, which was implemented with funds from the Canadian International Development Agency, concluded in December 2011 with a series of studies, workshops, manuals and other materials on how to advance gender equality in the context of decent work, all of which are available on the CIM Website.

In the framework of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), in April 2012 the Fourth Conference of States Party adopted the Second Hemispheric Report on the Implementation of the Convention, which will be officially launched by Secretary General Insulza later this month.  
The Report summarizes the achievements of the States Party, as well as the significant challenges that continue to exist in the region in terms of an appropriate, immediate, timely, exhaustive, serious and impartial response to acts of violence against women, within a framework of human rights.  We sincerely hope that this Report will support and generate ambitious and powerful initiatives that make a significant impact on the eradication of violence against women. Printed copies of the report have been sent to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and the CIM Delegates in each of the OAS Member States, and the report is also available on the MESECVI Website.

Along with all of these achievements, the CIM has confronted some challenges over the last year in terms of our ability to fulfill the mandates that you, the OAS Member States, have given us.  The CIM obviously faces the same restrictions as the rest of the OAS in terms of the Organization’s current financial and human resources situation. In addition, a change in policy of some OAS donors has resulted in the cancellation of several CIM projects. 
As we move forward, I am sure that the CIM can count on your support in order to help us bridge these gaps and continue to honour the commitments that we all have made to the women of the Hemisphere.
On behalf of the CIM and on my own behalf, I commend you on your efforts and progress in considering the situation of women in the Hemisphere within the Declaration of this Assembly.  I urge you not to lose sight of the importance of women’s rights and gender equality in all issues related to development, security, democracy and human rights.
We cannot do it alone.
And with those few words, I sincerely thank you.







